The rapid sale of the first edition has shown that the subject is one of much interest to the profession, and it proves also that the author has accomplished his task ably and satisfactorily. In truth, " the Diseases of the Skin," by Mr. Erasmus Wilson, may now be regarded as the standard Work in that department of medical literature. The plates by which this edition is accompanied leave nothing to be desired, so far as excellence of delineation and perfect accuracy of illustration are concerned. They are drawn and coloured after nature, and are engraved on steel by Adlard, with a view to giving full effect to the peculiar tints of colour of these diseases. As an explanation of the nature and objects of the plates, we cannot do better than quote the author's words, and express our conviction that they completely fulfil his intentions. " The present edition has the advantage over its predecessor of being illustrated with coloured delineations drawn from nature, and engraved on steel. The plates are eight in number, each representing a group of diseases. For example, if the reader wish to place before his eyes the group of c congestive diseases' of the derma, he may turn to Plate 1, where he will find displayed, Urticaria, Roseola, and Erythema; Erysipelas being omitted, partly because its illustration is less necessary than that of other cutaneous diseases, and partly on account of the large extent of surface its delineation would require. If the reader would contrast the ' congestive group' of cutaneous diseases with others, he will find in Plate 2, the ' asthenic effusive group,' namely, Pemphigus and Rupia; in Plate 3, the ( The elevations, therefore, are simply the effect of a swollen state of the derma, the areae being magnified by hypertrophy, and the linear markings being magnified in depth by the same cause. These swollen areae are the so-called papulae, the broad and flat and smooth papulae. It is not, then, to be wondered at, that they should be with difficulty discerned, that they should be ' overlooked,' seeing, as I have shown, that they are not papulae at all.
" But we do meet with papulae in prurigo, although not a necessary feature of that disease. These papulae are not the areae of the linear markings of the skin ; they occupy the grooves of the linear markings. They are, in fact, the pores raised into pimples, and are identical with the pimples of lichen. It is these latter which generally suffer abrasion of their tips from scratching, and then become surmounted by a small dark-coloured scab." P. 239 " The broken stumps of the hairs are also much altered in appearance; they are variously bent and twisted, and lighter in colour than the original hair. In dark-haired children they frequently form little black knobs at the mouths of the follicles; while in light-haired children, the short stumps have an appearance which may be well compared to the fibres of hemp or tow.
" At a later period, if the disease be neglected, the scales collect in large quantities, and become matted together into thick greyish and yellowish crusts. These crusts are thicker and looser at the edges than towards the centre of the patch ; and when the latter is large, the crust is broken up into several angular compartments, the line of rupture being remarkable for its white and silvery appearance.
Moreover, on the surface of the crust, which is dry and harsh, the tow-like fibres of the diseased hairs may generally be perceived." P. 416 .
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